Existence B‘/

Knowledge i (:
The Journal of Existence and Knowledge el 5 b e dolilai s
Semi-Annual, Vol. 8, No.2, Fall 2021 & Winter 2022 Voor pliae) 5 5l oY 85l ztin JLo
Issue 16, pp. 87- 108 VA< AY VoL
AR )22 & L]
Original Article i ‘fd' =
by e

Good Will and Moral Realism in
Kant's Moral Philosophy

Mustafa Zali *

Behnam Akhgar **
DOI: 10.22096/ek.2023.560519.1465

[Received Date: 19/08/2021 Acceptance Date: 21/01/2022]
Abstract

Constructivist interpreters of Kant's moral philosophy claim that all moral
values and norms depend on agents and the good will create moral values. The
realist interpreters of Kant's moral philosophy claim that the will and its
autonomy are not incompatible with moral realism, because at least some
values exist independently of agents. In this view, a detailed analysis of the
good will is usually not given or it finds an unimportant role. Contrary to these
two interpretations, in this paper, with an interpretive method, by explaining
the fundamental meaning of good will, we discuss the compatibility of Kant's
good will with moral realism, in such a way that the key role of good will is
maintained. The basis of the good will is autonomy. On the one hand,
autonomy is the formal condition of moral facts, and on the other hand, the end
in itself is the material ground for the good will. Therefore, the good will can
be considered compatible with non-natural realism, because the good will has
a formal function and its material ground is an intrinsic and real value.
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