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Abstract

The epistemology of the Muslim philosopher is based on his theory of the soul.
In view of peripatetic philosophers, soul is immaterial substance. Suhrawardi at
the beginning of philosophize as peripatetic philosopher believes that soul is
immaterial substance but with inner transformation and change of philosophize,
critics the view of peripatetic philosophers on soul’s entity and considers the soul
as a luminous entity. Unlike the Peripatetic philosophers who founded their
epistemic system by relying on the immaterial of the soul, Suhrawardi puts the
luminosity of the soul at the center of his epistemology. It can be said that
Suhrawardi, with this revolution in the identity of the soul, establishes
illumination epistemology. Relying on this revolution, he critiques and evaluates
the epistemology of the peripatetic philosophers in defining science, the criterion
of science, kinds of science and the sources of science, and finally, based on the
soul as the pure light, presents itself of his theory of knowledge called
illumination knowledge. In this article, using the analytical-critical method while
presenting and evaluating Suhrawardi's critics of peripatetic epistemology,
Suhrawardi's intellectual evolution in the theory of knowledge is also discussed
and finally, the limitations of illumination epistemology are pointed out.
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