
 

 

 

 دوفصلنامۀ علمی هستی و شناخت 
1412 بهار و تابستان، 1، شمارۀ دهمسال   

44 - 7 ، صص19شمارۀ پیاپی   
 مقالۀ پژوهشی

 
 

The Journal of Existence and Knowledge 

Semi-Annual, Vol. 10, No.1, Spring & Summer 2023 

Issue 19, pp. 7- 44 

Original Article 

"God as a supra-moral agent: Why are divine actions, 

commands, and prohibitions not subject to human 

moral/rational rules and laws?" 

Mirsaeid Mousavi Karimi 

DOI: 10.22096/ek.2025.2070028.1598 

Received Date: 25/04/2025 - Accepted Date: 29/08/2025 

Abstract 

In this article, the view of "God as a moral agent" is opposed, and the view of 

"God as a supra-moral/supra-rational agent" is defended. "Supra-moral/supra-

rational" does not mean that human reason is fundamentally incapable of 

understanding divine actions, revelatory propositions, and religious texts, nor 

that human moral/rational rules are in conflict with them. Rather, it means 

that one cannot claim that within the frameworks of human reason, these 

have been understood "completely and exactly," or that we have the right to 

measure them by the criterion of human reason and morality and reject them 

in opposition. The structure of the article is as follows: after examining 

several preliminary points, an argument in favor of the view of God as a 

moral agent is formulated and critiqued; then, by explaining the view of God 

as a supra-moral/supra-rational agent, four arguments titled "the relationship 

of the conscious intelligent robot with the human as its maker," "the 

argument from pessimistic meta-induction," "Darwinian evolution and divine 

commandments," and "greater explanatory advantages compared to rival 

theories" are formulated and presented to support it. Finally, several 

objections to the proposed approach are raised and answered. 

Key Words: Divine Actions; Divine Commandments; Moral Agent; Supra-

Moral; Supra-Rational.  
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