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Abstract

Plato’s ideas are the origin of many issues that are repeatedly discussed in
various forms in the contemporary world. Among these, Plato’s views on
loves are a subject that has been evaluated from different perspectives.
Plato’s engagement with the analysis of the non-rational constituents of
human life, which were also of paramount interest in his period, and his
striving to subsume them under the rational order he aimed to construct,
culminated in the presentation of a differentiated exegesis of love. In the
Platonic framework, love is introduced as a fundamental element and
initiating principle for the progression towards the apprehension of the true
Good and the realm of Ideas. The telos of this progression is the acquisition
of true beauty, and in its pursuit, love and philosophy are inextricably linked,
such that the philosopher and the lover become unified. In addition to
analyzing the Symposium, this article proceeds by detailing the role and
influence of Plato’s ideas on the development of Christian teachings on love,
and concludes with a presentation of various commentators’ interpretations
and evaluations of the dialogue. Subsequently, the study delves into
Aristophanes’ narrative of human creation, exploring the diverse dimensions
and facets of this account, especially concerning the potential for establishing
shared values across different cultures through mythology, and achieving a
distinct perspective on “the other.”
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