
 

 

 دوفصلنامۀ علمی هستی و شناخت 
1412 بهار و تابستان، 1، شمارۀ دهمسال   

151 - 131 ، صص19شمارۀ پیاپی   
 مقالۀ پژوهشی

 
 

The Journal of Existence and Knowledge 

Semi-Annual, Vol. 10, No.1, Spring & Summer 2023 

Issue 19, pp. 131- 151 

Original Article 

 

A Critique of Contemporary Analytic Philosophy's 

Approach to Mythical Objects 

Davood Hosseini 
Mohammad Hadi Soleimani 

DOI: 10.22096/ek.2025.2048757.1581 

Received Date: 23/12/2024 - Accepted Date: 05/05/2025 

Abstract 

Inquiry into mythical objects has appeared in the contemporary analytical 

tradition through issues such as Geach's identity paradox, the ontology of 

fictional objects, and neo-Meinongianism. Despite the different approaches to 

these issues, there is agreement that mythical objects are like fictional 

objects, metaphysically, semantically, and ontologically. The only difference 

is epistemological which is not significant, that is to say, these differences 

have no force in their logical, semantic, and metaphysical features. Non-

analytic mythological research, however, does not support these conclusions. 

This significant conflict between analytic and non-analytic traditions 

regarding myth, relates to the methodology of analytic philosophy on 

psychological and sociological issues. Analytic philosophers do not have 

adequate tools to deal with their own mythology alongside other 

mythologies, as in the case of physics or chemistry. Thus, in approaching 

mythology, it is inevitable to respect non-analytic mythological 

investigations, albeit with the correction of some of their raw and imprecise 

views by mature analytic tools.  
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