
 

هستی و شناخت دوفصلنامۀ علمی   
2140، پاييز و زمستان 2 ، شمارۀدهمسال   

112 - 91 ، صص20شمارۀ پياپی   
 مقالۀ پژوهشی

 
 

The Journal of Existence and Knowledge 

Semi-Annual, Vol. 10, No.2, Fall 2023 & Winter 2024 

Issue 20, pp. 91- 112 

Original Article 

 

Critical Examination of the Meaning of Existence from the 

Perspective of Molla Rajab-Ali Tabrizi, Philosopher 

of the Isfahan School 

Jabbar Amini 

DOI: 10.22096/ek.2026.2064676.1595 

]Received Date: 02/09/2025   Acceptance Date: 07/02/2026[ 

Abstract 

Molla Rajab-Ali Tabrizi, a philosopher of the Safavid era in Isfahan and a 

contemporary of Ṣadr al-Mutaʾallihin (Mulla Ṣadra), stood at the head of a 

movement that opposed Ṣadra in many principles and foundations. One of the most 

important points of contention between these two philosophers of the Isfahan 

school was the problem of wujud (existence). In Ṣadra’s philosophy, existence 

holds an exalted position: the doctrines of the primacy of existence (aṣalat al-

wujud), the unity of existence (waḥdat al-wujud), and the gradation of existence 

(tashkik al-wujud) give Ṣadrian thought its distinctive character. In contrast, in 

Tabrizi’s thought, the fate of existence is determined in a completely different way. 

For him, existence has a qualificative (ṣifati) meaning and, like any other attribute, 

is in need of its subject, rendering it dependent and non-self-subsistent. Such a view 

of existence, given the central role of the problem of existence in philosophical 

debates, set Tabrizi’s philosophy apart from Ṣadra’s. Conceptual-referential 

confusion, treating existence as a mere attribute, insufficient precision in 

interpreting the words of earlier philosophers and mystics, and in the narrations he 

relied upon, appear to be among Tabrizi’s strategic errors. 

The purpose of this article is to explain Tabrizi’s view on the problem of existence 

and to point out its flaws and weaknesses. The method employed is descriptive-

analytical, based on library sources. The conclusion indicates that Tabrizi’s 

interpretation of the meanings of existence lacks the necessary robustness, and the 

evidence he presents is not free from gaps and shortcomings. 

Keywords: Isfahan School, Molla Rajab-Ali Tabrizi, Mulla Ṣadra, Ontology. 

                                                           
 Assistant Professor of Department of Islamic Jurisprudence and Law, IsI.C., Islamic Azad 
University, Eslamshahr, Iran. Email: amini.jk46@yahoo.com 

 

https://doi.org/10.22096/ek.2026.2064676.1595
mailto:amini.jk46@yahoo.com
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


22   Abstract & Bibliographies in English   

Bibliography  

Al-Ashari, Mahdi and Muhammad Suri. “Analysis of Mulla Rajab ‘Ali 

Tabrizi's View on the Homonymy of Existence and Two Interpretations of 

It.” *Criticism and Opinion Quarterly* 27, no. 107 (Fall 2022): 178–197. 

[In Persian] 

Anvari, Saeed and Mahmoud Hedayat Afza. “The Relationship between 

Existence and Quiddity in the Neo-Peripatetic School of Hakim Rajab‘Ali 

Tabrizi.” Biannual Journal of Avicennian Philosophy, Mashku’al-Nur 26, 

no. 68 (Fall 2022): 91–117. [In Persian] 

Ashityani, Sayyid Jalal al-Din. Selections from the Works of Iranian Divine 

Philosophers. 2nd ed. Vols. 1–2. Qom: Markaz-e Intisharat-e Daftar-e 

Tablighat-e Islami-ye Hawza-ye ‘Ilmiyyeh-ye Qom, 1999. [In Persian] 

Barankar, Reza and Saeed Rahimiyn. “Study and Analysis of Mulla Rajab‘Ali 

Tabrizi’s View on Divine Names and Attributes.” Theological Research 

Quarterly 6, no. 23 (Winter 2018): 127–146. [In Persian] 

Dashti, Muhammad. Nahj al-Balaghah. Tehran: Danish Negaran-e Borna, 

2016. [In Persian] 

Ebrahimi Dinani, Gholamhossein. The Adventure of Philosophical Thought in 

the Islamic World. 2nd ed. Vol. 2. Tehran: Ministry of Culture and Islamic 

Guidance, 2000. [In Persian] 

Fārābī, Abū Naṣr. Al-Manṭiqiyyāt li al-Fārābī. Edited with an Introduction by 

Muhammad Taqi Daneshpajouh. Vol. 2. Qom: Kitabkhaneh-ye Ayatollah 

Mar‘ashi, 1987/1988. [In Arabic] 

Fayyazi, Gholamreza. Existence and Quiddity in the School of Mulla Sadra. 

Researched and Written by Hosseinali Shidan Shid. Qom: Research 

Institute of Hawza and University, 2011. [In Persian] 

Hick, John Harwood. Philosophy of Religion. Translated by Behzad Saleki. 

Tehran: Al-Hoda International Publications, 1997. [In Persian] 

Jan Vilun, Glen Morin. “The Article of Proclus and His Philosophical System.” 

Kayhan-e Andisheh, no. 72. Translated by Saeed Rahimiyn, 1997. 

[In Persian] 

Khorasani, Sharaf al-Din. Translation of Metaphysics. Tehran: Hekmat, 2006. 

[In Persian] 

Motahhari, Morteza. Collected Works. Vol. 6. Tehran: Sadra Publications, 

1992. [In Persian] 



Critical Examination of the Meaning of Existence from the.../ Amini   23 

 

Rafi‘ Pirzadeh, Muhammad. Al-Ma‘ārif al-Ilāhiyyah. Vol. 8. MS 1919. 

Tehran: Manuscript, Central Library of University of Tehran, [n.d.]. 

[In Persian] 

Shirazi, Mulla Sadra. Al-‘Arshiyyah. Edited by Gholamhossein Ahani. Tehran: 

Mowla Publications, 1982. [In Arabic] 

Shirazi, Mulla Sadra. Al-Hikmah al-Muta‘āliyah fī al-Asfār al-‘Aqliyyah al-

Arba‘ah. Beirut: Dar Ihya’ al-Turath, 1981. [In Arabic] 

Shirazi, Sadr al-Din Muhammad. Al-Shawāhid al-Rubūbiyyah fī al-Manāhij 

al-Sulūkiyyah. Introduction, Correction, and Annotation by Sayyid Jalal al-

Din Ashityani. Qom: Daftar-e Tablighat-e Islami – Bustan-e Ketab 

Publications, 2003. [In Arabic] 

Shirazi, Sayyid Reza. Lessons on the Commentary of Sabzawari’s Manzumah. 

Vol. 1. Tehran: Hekmat Publications, 2004. [In Persian] 

Tabrizi, Mulla Rajab ‘Ali. Al-Asl al-Asīl (Usul-e Asafiyyah). Tehran: 

Anjoman-e Asar va Mafakher-e Farhangi, 2007. [In Persian] 

Tabrizi, Mulla Rajab ‘Ali. Risālah-ye Ithbāt-e Wājib. Mashhad: Nameh-ye 

Astan-e Quds, [n.d.]. [In Persian] 

Tonekaboni, Muhammad ibn Sulayman, Muhammad Barzegar, and Effat 

(Khaleqi) Karbasi. Qisas al-‘Ulamā’. Tehran: Intisharat-e ‘Elmi va 

Farhangi-ye Amuzesh-e Enqelab-e Eslami, 2021/2022. [In Persian] 

Zadeh Hush, Muhammad Reza. The Philosophical School of Isfahan from the 

Perspective of Researchers. 1st ed. Tehran: Institute for Research in 

Philosophy and Iran Philosophy, 2012. [In Persian]

 

 

  


