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Abstract 

This study examines Mulla Sadra’s reading of the so-called “Verses of Return” in 

the Quran, focusing on the verses “As He originated you, so you will return” (7:29) 

and “As We began the first creation, We will restore it” (21:104). The analysis 

demonstrates that Mulla Sadra interprets these verses, by relying on their linguistic 

and semantic components, as evidence for the theory of “Substantial Motion.” This 

philosophical reading is defensible within the coherent framework of his 

“Transcendent Theosophy,” yet it faces significant challenges, such as distancing 

from the apparent meaning and conventional context of the verses. The present 

article explains these critiques and provides cogent responses. A comparative 

review of Mulla Sadra’s works reveals that he does not offer a one-dimensional or 

exclusive interpretation; rather, his belief in “the esoteric depths of the Quran” 

leads him to assign diverse, multi-layered semantic functions to these verses. This 

reflects his simultaneous attention to both the apparent context and the profound 

interpretive dimensions of the Quran. Consequently, although exclusively limiting 

these verses to the theory of Substantial Motion—without adherence to the 

principles of Transcendent Theosophy—poses interpretative difficulties, this 

reading holds a distinct position within Mulla Sadra’s philosophical system as one 

of its profound, school-specific interpretations, highlighting the significant 

capacity of religious texts to engage with philosophy. 

Keywords: Philosophical Interpretation of the Qur'an; Ṣadrian Psychology; 

Qur'anic Verses on Return; The Corporeal Origination of the Soul; The Inner 

Layers of the Qur'an. 

                                                           
 PhD student in Philosophy, Faculty of Philosophy, Mofid University, Qom, Iran.   
Email: nbahaodini@gmail.com  

 

https://doi.org/10.22096/ek.2026.2084624.1631
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


20   Abstract & Bibliographies in English   

Bibliography 

The Holy Quran. 

Al-Tabarsi, Fadl ibn Hasan. Jawami' al-Jami'. Vol. 3. Tehran: Intisharat-e 

Daneshgah-e Tehran va Modiriyat-e Hawzah-ye 'Ilmiyyah-ye Qom, 1998. 

[In Arabic[ 

Al-Zamakhshari, Mahmud. Al-Kashshaf 'an Haqa'iq Ghawamid al-Tanzil. 

Vol. 3. Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al-'Arabi, 1986. [In Arabic[ 

Ibn Ajibah, Ahmad ibn Muhammad. Al-Bahr al-Madid fi Tafsir al-Qur'an al-

Majid. Vol. 2. Cairo: Hassan Abbas Zaki, 1998. [In Arabic[ 

Ibn Juzayy al-Gharnati, Muhammad ibn Ahmad. Al-Tashil li-'Ulum al-Tanzil. 

Vol. 1. Beirut: Shirkat Dar al-Arqam ibn Abi al-Arqam, 1995. [In Arabic[ 

Javadi Amoli, Abdullah. Tasnim. Vol. 28. Qom: Nashr-e Esra, 2013. [In Persian[ 

Makarem Shirazi, Naser. Tafsir-e Nemuneh. Vol. 6. Tehran: Dar al-Kutub al-

Islamiyyah, 1995. [In Persian[ 

Qummi Mashhadi, Muhammad ibn Muhammad Rida. Kanz al-Daqa'iq wa 

Bahr al-Ghara'ib. Vol. 8. Tehran: Sazman-e Chap va Intisharat-e Vizarat-

e Irshad-e Islami, 1989. [In Arabic[ 

Sadr al-Din al-Shirazi, Muhammad ibn Ibrahim. Al-Hikmah al-Muta'aliyah fi 

al-Asfar al-'Aqliyyah al-Arba'ah. Vol. 7. Beirut: Dar Ihya' al-Turath al-

'Arabi, 1981. [In Arabic[ 

Sadr al-Din al-Shirazi, Muhammad ibn Ibrahim. Al-Mabda' wa al-Ma'ad. 

Tehran: Anjoman-e Hikmat-e Eslami-ye Iran, 1975. [In Arabic[ 

Sadr al-Din al-Shirazi, Muhammad ibn Ibrahim. Asrar al-Ayat wa Anwar al-

Bayyinat. Tehran: Anjoman-e Hikmat-e Eslami-ye Iran, 1981. [In Arabic[ 

Sadr al-Din al-Shirazi, Muhammad ibn Ibrahim. Kasr Asnam al-Jahiliyyah. 

Tehran: Bonyad-e Hikmat-e Eslami-ye Sadra, 2002. [In Arabic[ 

Sadr al-Din al-Shirazi, Muhammad ibn Ibrahim. Mafatih al-Ghayb. Tehran: 

Anjoman-e Hikmat-e Eslami-ye Iran, 1984. [In Arabic[ 

Sadr al-Din al-Shirazi, Muhammad ibn Ibrahim. Majmu'at al-Rasa'il al-Tis'ah. 

Qom: Maktabat al-Mustafawi, 1923. [In Arabic[ 

Sadr al-Din al-Shirazi, Muhammad ibn Ibrahim. Tafsir al-Qur'an al-Karim. 

Vol. 2. Qom: Bidar, 1987. [In Arabic[ 

Tabataba'i, Muhammad Husayn. Al-Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur'an. Vol. 20. Qom: 

Jami'at al-Mudarrisin, 1996. [In Arabic[

 


